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“For I wIll take you From among the 
natIons, gather you out oF all countrIes, 
and brIng you Into your own land.”

EZEKIEL 36:24



‘INTERNATIONAL G
od’s rebirthing of the Jewish nation, 
the return of the Jewish people 
from all over the world and the 

redevelopment of the land of Israel is 
not only for the people of Israel but also 
that the nations will know that the God 
of Israel is the Lord. ‘‘‘And I will sanctify 
My great name, which has been profaned 
among the nations, which you have 
profaned in their midst; and the nations 
shall know that I am the Lord,” says the 
Lord God, “when I am hallowed in you 
before their eyes”’ (Ezekiel 36:23).

Ezekiel chapters 36-38 state nine times 
that Israel and the nations will know 
that He is the Lord. We will look at three 
of these ways, through the verses that 
talk specifically about the land itself.

1. He will gather the Jews to the land 
of Israel and multiply them there

“I will increase the number of people 
and animals living on you, and they will 
be fruitful and become numerous. I will 
settle people on you as in the past and 
will make you prosper more than before. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD…
For I will take you from among the nations, 
gather you out of all countries, and bring 

you into your own land … I will make 
their people as numerous as sheep, as 
numerous as the flocks for offerings at 
Jerusalem during her appointed festivals. 
So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks 
of people. Then they will know that I am 
the LORD” (Ezekiel 36:11, 24, 37,38).

In 1948 some 716,000 Jews lived in Israel. 
Today there are over 6,400,000! In just 70 
years Israel has increased by almost six 
million Jews! Now there are more Jewish 
people in Israel than in America or Europe.
The streets of Jerusalem are filled with 
native Israelis as well as Jews from many 
different countries. In 2015 8,000 French 
Jews moved to Israel. In just these past 
months we have had flights from Ethiopia 
and India bringing Jews to live in Israel 
as well as Jews returning from the rest of 
the nations. We live in remarkable days.

2. He will rebuild what was destroyed 
and re-cultivate what was desolate

“Then the nations around you that remain 
will know that I the LORD have rebuilt 
what was destroyed and have replanted 
what was desolate. I the LORD have 
spoken, and I will do it” (Ezekiel 36:36).

The Lord is fulfilling His purposes, 
hallowing His name in the land and 
people of Israel. In 1909 Tel Aviv was just 
sand dunes. A hundred years later it is a 
modern, thriving city with a population of 
432,892. Beersheba, the largest city in 
the Negev desert, has grown considerably 
since 1948. Much of the city is made 
up of Jewish people from Ethiopia, 
India, Russia and Arab countries. It has 
more chess grandmasters per capita 
than any other city in the world and its 
hi-tech industry is second to none.

Even my neighbourhood in the Judean 
hills outside Jerusalem has seen 
rapid growth with more to come. The 
town is now expected to grow from 
9,000 people to 20,000 in the next 
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FOR ISRAEL

In the Jordan Valley on the way to the 
Dead Sea, we see the desert planted with 
date palms producing dates which will 
be sold to tourists and exported to the 
nations. Seventy per cent of the world’s 
Medjoul dates are produced in Israel. 

“‘I will bring back my exiled people Israel; 
they will rebuild the ruined cities and 
live in them. They will plant vineyards 
and drink their wine; they will make 
gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant 
Israel in their own land never again to 
be uprooted from the land I have given 
them," says the LORD’” (Amos 9:14 -15).

The name of the Lord will be hallowed 
and sanctified upon the earth. The return 
of the Jewish people to the land of Israel 
and the abundance of rebuilt cities and 
cultivation in Israel is a sign to all the 
nations that God is faithful to His promises. 
There are still promises to be fulfilled. 
In helping the Jewish people return, we 
are aligning ourselves with the Lord, His 
purposes and promises, blessing the 
people of Israel. In doing this we too 
will be blessed. “I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3).

few years. A light rail train now runs in 
Jerusalem and a new high-speed train 
link between Tel Aviv is imminent.

3. There will be an 
abundance of produce

“I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the 
increase of your fields, so that you need 
never again bear the reproach of famine 
among the nations” (Ezekiel 36:30).

Now with over 240 million planted trees, 
Israel is one of only two countries to have 
a net gain in trees. Driving through Israel 
we see fields of fruit and vegetables. 
The valley of Elah where David fought 
Goliath is covered in almond trees. In 
the spring the fields are awash with 
beautiful pink and white blossoms. In the 
summer grapes fill thousands of vines 
throughout Judea and Samaria to produce 
award-winning wine for the nations.

Top: View of the 
Jezreel Valley, Lower 

Galilee Israel
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Key Words

Aliyah is the word 
for the immigration 
of Jewish people 
from the Diaspora to 
the Land of Israel. 
The word in Hebrew 
means ascent and 
is defined as ‘going 
up’ – progressing 
towards Jerusalem.

Olim means Jewish 
immigrants to Israel – 
those making aliyah. 
In the singular, a 
male immigrant is 
called an oleh and 
a female immigrant 
an olah. Potential 
olim are those our 
teams contact 
and encourage 
to make aliyah.



RUSSIAFSU W
e had the privilege of assisting 
26 olim to make aliyah in May 
from the airports of Khabarovsk, 

Vladivostok and Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.

Our teams in the Russian Far East are 
finding an increase in Jewish people 
interested in leaving for Israel. The Israeli 
Consul’s office in Khabarovsk saw a great 
influx of potential olim recently. In late May 
44 people from the cities of Blagoveschensk, 
Magadan, Nakhodka, Birobidzhan and 
others received Israeli visas or submitted 
their documents for checking. All plan 
to make aliyah by the end of the year!

In addition to this wonderful news we were 
overjoyed to provide humanitarian aid to 10 
Jewish families in the cities of Khabarovsk 
and Neryungri. These included some 
Holocaust survivors, families with disabled 

I
n this issue you will see a common 
thread running through the stories 
about olim we are helping from 

the former Soviet Union. Many of the 
families we helped make aliyah years 
ago who pioneered the way and settled 
well in Israel are now encouraging 
their loved ones to do the same.

KONSTANTIN & ALYONA 
KHABAROVSK LEADERS

JOHANNES BARTHEL
REGIONAL 

COORDINATOR

MORE FROM THE FAR EASTFAMILIES REUNITED

UKRAINE

TATIANA
UKRAINE REGIONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 

THEIR NIECE IS COMING
GOING TO JERUSALEM

T
he day before they were to leave 
for their aliyah flight from Moscow, 
Perla’s husband Valery was trying 

to put a nail in a wall at home when he 
slipped off the stool and broke both 
his legs. Perla was beside herself with 
worry and called us in despair. 

The necessary arrangements were made 
to take them to the railway station and 
then in Moscow for someone to take 
them to the airport. Perla and Valery 
successfully caught their aliyah flight!

Nine years later we received a phone call 
from a remote village. It was Perla’s niece, 
Inna, who had resolved to make aliyah 
with her family after much encouragement 
from her aunt. We helped Inna and 
her family to go to the Israeli consul in 
Moscow and we hope that very soon they 
will join Perla in the Promised Land!

Z
oya’s two daughters had 
made aliyah a few years 
ago and now she was going 

to join them in Jerusalem!

“Both my daughters have finished the 
Ulpan and settled in Jerusalem,” Zoya 
explained. “One of them works in a 
company and the other in a beauty 
parlour. My granddaughter, Sabrina, 
is the happiest of all, I think. She is 
in a school that was established two 
years after the State was born!

“We are so grateful for the help 
Ebenezer gave them and now I am going 
too. Ebenezer paid for my passport 
and helped me go to the consular 
appointment in Dnepropetrovsk. I 
have problems with my legs so the 
assistance Ebenezer gave me was 
wonderful. It would have been much 
more difficult without that help. I wish 
you great success in your work. Thank 
you so much for what you did for me!”

children and a new baby! We were able 
to share with them about the opportunity 
to make aliyah and we are hopeful that 
it won’t be long before they join those 
that are submitting their documents!

Those who stayed behind in the past 
because life was good for them now see 
their circumstances are changing for the 
worse for different reasons, such as the 
economic climate, in parts of the fSU. Life is 
becoming harder and with unrest continuing 
in parts of Ukraine, many are deciding to 
take the necessary steps to leave for Israel. 

Our teams across the region are dealing 
with increased requests for help. The LORD 
is using the circumstances of man to see 
His people return to their promised land! 

‘... then they shall know that I am the Lord 
their God, who sent them into captivity 
among the nations, but also brought them 
back to their land, and left none of them 
captive any longer’ (Ezekiel 39:28). 

VOLODYA & LUBA
ROSTOV-ON-
DON LEADERS 

RUSSIA
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UKRAINEMOLDOVA T
atiana decided that a new life 
in Israel near her daughter was 
what she wanted as well.

Tatiana’s mother had been born into a 
Jewish family and her uncles taught her 
about the feasts and Jewish traditions. 
Thankfully there had not been much 
anti-Semitism in her area. She grew up 
and had worked as a history teacher all 
her life until her retirement. Her daughter 
and her family made aliyah last October. 

“They succeeded in convincing me that l 
would have a better life in Israel,” explained 
Tatiana. “They live in Ashdod and are 
currently studying Hebrew. My eldest 
grandson is in a college in Haifa while the 
youngest one lives with his parents.”

We had helped this family to make aliyah 
and were thrilled that we could also do this 

E
lena, her daughter Natalia, her 
granddaughter Olga and Olga’s 
three children have now all made 

aliyah within the last two years! In 2016 
we assisted Olga’s family and they 
have settled well. They are so happy 
that they have been encouraging 
Olga’s parents to join them. 

After a little while, Natalia and her husband, 
Nikolai, made the decision and we helped 
them too. Then Natalia encouraged her 
mother, Elena and in March it was our privilege 
to take Elena to the airport to join her family 
in Israel. It was a great joy both for them and 
also for us to see four generations reunited. 

It was also our privilege to assist a 
single elderly lady, Frida, to make aliyah. 

TATIANA
UKRAINE REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

PAVEL & LINA
MOLDOVA LEADERS 

Top: Frida on 
her way home

Right: Natalia 
and family

‘YOU BROUGHT US HOPE’FOUR GENERATIONS UNITED

ISRAEL THE FINAL STOP
FAMILIES REUNITED

A
lexander went from Estonia to Canada, 
then to Ukraine. His next destination 
is Israel because he is making aliyah!

Alexander was born in Estonia but went 
to Canada with his mother and grew up 
there. On a visit to Ukraine he met and 
married Natalia. “We decided to make 
aliyah,” said Natalia, “because we are 
both Jewish and life was becoming very 
difficult in Ukraine. Although Alexander had 
arranged to have his Canadian retirement 
pension paid into his Ukrainian bank 
account, he could not access the money.

“We contacted Tatiana and she was 
very helpful. She assisted us with our 
paperwork, which was not straightforward as 
Alexander’s parents had been evacuated to 
Kazakhstan during World War II. Eventually, 
the papers came back and we could go 
to the Israeli consul to process them.

R
aisa’s two sons went before her. 
Now it was her turn to make 
aliyah! Pavel and Michael made 

aliyah by ship 13 years ago. They 
were now happily settled and 
married with children of their own 
and Raisa wanted to join them 
and asked Ebenezer to help. We 
were able to have her documents 
processed within two months and 
helped her go to the consul and the 
airport on the day of her flight.

Another young man, Saveli, accompanied 
his mother, Lyudmila, on their aliyah 
flight and joined his younger brother, 
who had made aliyah through the Naale 
study programme. We assisted them 
with documents and also with transport 
to the airport on the day of their aliyah. 
Saveli also had an older brother in 
Moldova and now he too was starting 
to think about a new future in Israel. We 
pray for all three to soon be reunited 
in the land God has called them to.

for Tatiana. She said: “I am so grateful for 
all you have done for both my daughter’s 
family and for me. You brought us hope!”

She had no immediate family but her 
cousin came all the way back from 
Israel to help her make the journey. 
Frida had diabetes and her sight was 
not good, so her cousin’s help and our 
assistance was very important for her. 

“We are so grateful to Ebenezer for 
all their help and support. Due to 
their care and assistance we have a 
better future in Israel, thank you.”

Saveli and 
mother Lyudmila 

on their way 
to Israel
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USA I
n the first four months of this year 
we received double the number of 
calls for assistance to make aliyah 

compared with the same period in 
2017! What an honour and a privilege 
to answer God’s call to help in the holy 
work of carrying His sons and daughters 
home - a work being accomplished 
through His grace alone (Isaiah 49:22).

Among those we helped were 
Chaim and his family. He and his 
wife began visiting Israel when they 
were courting. Chaim writes:

“Coming from neighbourhoods where 
religious Jews were the minority by far, 
we felt so refreshed to be in a land where 
everyone lives a vibrant Jewish life. A land 
where we can feel the Jewish holidays in 
the air; a land where we feel [one with] 
our fellow people everywhere we go.

“A land where we could hear Hebrew 
being spoken at bus stops… A land 
where it is so easy to access traditional 
kosher foods, even at the trendiest 

KATHY ARDINO 
USA ALIYAH 

DIRECTOR

A LOVE FOR ISRAEL
restaurants… A land where we felt so alive 
walking the streets where our forefathers 
walked, visiting the holy sites where 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob prayed.

“We fell even more in love with the land 
as we fell in love with each other. We 
discussed our future together and decided 
that there was no place in the world that we 
would rather raise our children. We wanted 
to instill in our children the deep sense of 
Jewish identity that we felt walking the holy 
ground of Israel ’ and instill in them ‘the 
richness and vibrancy of our tradition.”

The birth of their first child last summer 
reignited their dream for settling in the 
Land. Now they are “so excited” about 
seeing that dream becoming a reality. 
“We look forward to having our son 
speak Hebrew fluently and to have 
him view the streets of Jerusalem as 
familiar,” Chaim tells us, adding that with 
God’s help they were looking forward 
to “continuing to build our family in this 
beautiful land” and inspire the rest of His 
children to “follow in our footsteps”.

Chaim and 
his family: 

Seeing a dream 
become reality

GERMANYB
ecause of its dark past, Germany has 
a special connection to the Jewish 
people and the State of Israel. This 

gives us the historic opportunity today not 
only to confess our guilt but to actively 
come alongside our Jewish friends. 

Reparation is an important part in the 
process of repentance and confessing 
sin. So it is always a special joy, 
and very moving, to help Jewish 
people from Germany make aliyah 
to the land of their forefathers.

One day, we received a phone call 
from an elderly couple asking for help 
to return to Israel. They had many 
questions, including how to terminate 
the lease of their apartment and how 
to move to Israel. Several phone calls 
giving advice followed before they invited 
us to visit them for the first time.

We had long conversations over tea and 
coffee, during which they told us a lot 
about their eventful life. On subsequent 
visits our volunteers were able to help 
them with the lease termination, clear 
out the big apartment and to sell and 

WINFRIED RUDLOFF
GERMANY NATIONAL 
COORDINATOR

STANDING SIDE BY SIDE

Love and practical 
help enabled this 
elderly couple to 
make aliyah

give away furniture they did not want 
to take with them to Israel. Overall, we 
spent more than three weeks and many 
hours helping this wonderful couple.

They were particularly excited the 
week before their flight to Israel. 
We kept on encouraging them and 
answering their questions. One of our 
volunteers was their personal guide 
throughout the entire process.

On the morning of the aliyah flight I and 
another volunteer were outside their 
apartment to pick them up. Miraculously, 
we managed to stow the many huge 
suitcases in the car. On the way to 
the airport the atmosphere was filled 
with gratitude and joy, and still a little 
nervous excitement. We carried their 
luggage to the check-in and hugged 
each other in a tearful farewell. 

In the evening we received the message 
from Israel: “We’ve landed – Thank 
you for all your love.” Such joy! Words 
of appreciation and acts of love to 
the Jewish people: this is the way we 
Christians can stand with Israel. 

8 | Ebenezer Operation Exodus Helping His People Home | 9 



UK N
icola’s family originated from Poland 
where her grandmother, Gina, escaped 
the Holocaust and was the only 

survivor of her immediate family.

After graduating with a Masters’ Degree 
in Animal Welfare Nicola went abroad to 
assist various animal charities, notably in 
India and China. She recently returned to 
the UK to nurse her ailing grandmother.

Following Gina’s death, earlier this year, 
Nicola was on the verge of returning to 
China when she had what she describes 
as a “light bulb” moment and decided 
then and there to make aliyah.

Nicola visited us at an Aliyah Fair in April 
where we agreed to help support her 
with her aliyah. She will live, initially, in 
Haifa along with her two dogs, Gigi and 
Diggy, giving her time to have a good look 
around for where she really wants to live.

She was delighted to receive her 
Israeli aliyah visa on 14 May, the 
anniversary of the founding of the 
State of Israel. How amazing!

ROD LANGSTON
UK TRUSTEE

A ‘LIGHT BULB’ MOMENT
PRAYERD

ecember 6, 2017 – Jerusalem was 
unusually cold. It was raining hard. 
Walking through the streets of the 

beloved city, I could sense an almost 
electrifying charge going through 
the city. The people in the streets, 
the many cafes and the Jerusalem 
tram, everything was charged with 
expectation. President Trump was going 
to make his decision public to recognise 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

I walked to the Old City. I wanted to be 
there! I had no umbrella and I was soaking 
wet, but I did not care. I saw the hand of 
God shifting the order of the world and I 
wanted to pray. In awe before God’s throne.

Reaching the Western Wall, I found myself 
in the company of a few Hasidic Jews 
praying for Mr. Trump. When I closed my 
eyes and heard the beautiful flood of Hasidic 
prayer, I was suddenly overwhelmed by 
the reality of the words in the Scriptures, 
“The effective fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much” (James 5:16).

For years we have been praying for Israel, 
for the Jewish people and for Jerusalem. 
For years we have seen the hand of God 

SASHA KOHEN
LATVIA 

FERVENT BELIEVING PRAYER
move in tune with the prayers, but there was 
always a sense that something more, of a 
global scale, was about to happen, and we 
persevered in praying, trusting and believing.

Today, May 14, 2018, Jerusalem is 
recognised as the capital of Israel and the 
world will never be the same. President 
Trump might have been the one signing 
the document, but his hand was joined 
with every one of you who prayed and 
believed. It was your signature as well.

We live in the days when the prophecies 
are being fulfilled. It is humbling and very 
encouraging, exciting and challenging.

I believe it is a great challenge for us to 
persevere in prayer for the Body of Messiah 
to have eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts 
to understand Yahweh's love and purposes 
for the physical descendants of Abraham 
and their return to Israel in our time.

We have seen a global shift regarding 
Jerusalem and the American embassy. 
We see huge unrest in Syria and 
Iran. And now we pray for a loving 
shift in the Body of Messiah. So, 
let's believe God one more time.

BLESSED ‘HOMECOMING’!

E
liahu from Argentina, Jaia from 
Cuba and their three children are an 
Orthodox Jewish family. They went 

from Israel to Cuba to collect Jaia’s mother, 
with the promise of bringing her out and 
taking her to Israel. Things didn’t turn out 
this way and they had to go to Argentina. 

There they were temporarily given a 
one-bedroom apartment and because 
Eliahu and Jaia were without work, 
the community helped by supplying 
food and some relatives provided for 
their basic needs. They contacted 
Ebenezer through another family who 
were also assisted by Ebenezer. 

We met with Eliahu, Jaia and their 
children and they were so happy and 
grateful when we said we would be 
able to help them return to Israel.

We took them to the airport and said 
our goodbyes. Within a week of arriving 
in Israel, Eliahu began working and the 
children started school. Jaia’s mother is 
still in Cuba but they haven’t lost hope that 
one day, they will all be together in Israel.

ARGENTINA

RAUL ROUILLE
ARGENTINA CHAIRMAN 
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Tens of thousands of Jewish people move to 
Israel each year and make it their home. 

One of the biggest challenges when moving to a new country 
is finding the right accommodation. We are receiving more 
and more requests from new immigrants to provide a short 
term place to stay until they find a suitable home. 

Perhaps you sense God is calling you to invest in property in 
Israel? Or maybe you already own property in Israel which you 
would be willing to make available for Jewish people as they settle 
there, or for the general work of Ebenezer Operation Exodus?

Please contact Johannes Barthel:

Mail: johannes.barthel@ebenezer-international.de
Tel: +49 (0) 2325 64 77 270
Mobile: +49 (0) 171 587 2308

BUILD THEIR  
FUTURE

Invest in  
Israel



ISRAEL

“For thus says the Lord: After seventy 
years are completed at Babylon, I 
will visit you and perform My good 
word toward you, and cause you to 
return to this place. For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the Lord, thoughts of peace 
and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.”Jeremiah 29:10-11 

A 
future and a hope’ are God’s 
promises—among many others 
—to the children of Israel when 

they return to the Land He gave them.

Jewish hearts in the Diaspora are 
stirred when they hear about or read 
such Bible promises. One such heart 
belongs to Mónica. In Santiago, Chile, 
at a time when she was not planning 
to make aliyah, she was inspired to 
take action when she heard Roger 
Wolcott of Ebenezer Operation 
Exodus speak. Mónica was serving 
as general secretary of B’nai B’rith 
Jewish organisation in Chile and 
became instrumental in cooperating 
with Ebenezer Operation Exodus and 
Christians in that country’s churches.

So Mónica, her mother, and her 
young adult daughter made aliyah. 
Their “Babylonian exile”years were 
completed and they arrived in the 

Promised Land just in time to join 
celebrations of Israel’s 70th anniversary 
of independence! Ebenezer Chile 
provided financial assistance to cover 
some aliyah-related expenses.

When we met them in our Jerusalem 
office, Mónica’s and her mother’s faces 
radiated with expectation. Yet they also 
shared genuine concerns about the 
small Jewish community in Chile, which 
is facing very dangerous anti-Semitism.

Mónica, her mother and her daughter, 
enrolled in ulpan to study Hebrew. Like 
other olim, they received the absorption 
basket from the Ministry of Aliyah and 
Integration. We were so pleased to 
support them by providing food shopping 
cards, information about employment 
for Mónica and her daughter, as well 
as providing information about an 
immigrant organisation here in the Land 
that assists Spanish and Portuguese 
speakers. Our gift of donated handmade 
blankets, with beautiful colours and 
lovingly made, especially pleased them.

We are very grateful to our Ebenezer 
prayer partners and supporters for 
all of their assistance, which helps 
both individuals and families such 
as Mónica’s to find “a future and a 
hope” in their true homeland.

IRIS GOLDMAN
JERUSALEM 

OFFICE

Mónica and her 
mother in our 

Jerusalem Office

‘A FUTURE AND A HOPE’

‘
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