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‘T

he Bible records the story of Israel
from its conception through its
consummation both as an historical
record and future prophecy. Modern
Israel is as much biblical Israel as
the Israel referred to in the historical
accounts of Scripture. The difference is
that ancient Israel was largely recorded
as a series of historical events whereas
the modern version is recorded in
prophecy. But the story involves the
same players and the same land — the
Jewish people with Jerusalem and
the land of Israel as their home.
During their long journey the Jewish
people experience three great general
aliyot (the plural of aliyah). The first
time Israel made aliyah is recorded
in the book of Exodus. With a mighty
hand the Lord led His covenant people
under Moses out of slavery and into the
Promised Land. This aliyah involved about
three million people and took 40 years.
Unlike the two other general aliyot that
followed, it consisted of just one huge
mass migration of the people of Israel
together. This would have logistically
proven a headache for the Jewish
Agency in those days if it had existed,
but it certainly was no problem to God!

The second great aliyah occurred after
the Jewish people had spent 70 years
in exile in Babylon. After the decree of
King Cyrus of Persia (Ezra 1:1-4) the
Jews were given ‘superpower’ sanction
to return home. Around 50,000 returned
with Zerubbabel and Jeshua in 537
BC, while others followed, among
them Ezra and Nehemiah and those
who joined them in the 5th century BC.
Great though this second great aliyah
was, it was not of the same scale or
grandeur as the first in Moses’ time.
Today we are witnesses to, and facilitators
of, the third great general aliyah referred
to in Scripture. This supersedes all
previous ones. So much so that on several
occasions we read: “However, the days are
coming,” declares the Lord, “when it will
no longer be said, ‘As surely as the Lord
lives, who brought the Israelites up out
of Egypt,’ but it will be said, ‘As surely as
the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites
up out of the land of the north and out of
all the countries where he had banished
them’” (Jeremiah 16:14-15; 23:7-8).
This is the great end-time aliyah of God’s
people Israel, not from one nation like Egypt
or Babylon, but from all over the earth.
So far at least 3.7 million have returned
home since it began in the 1880s with
the rise of the modern Zionist movement.
In numbers it has already superseded
the great Exodus from Egypt. Two out of
every three of the migrants have come
from Europe, fulfilling the predominance
that the prophet said the ‘land of the
north’ would have. But they are and shall
continue to come from every nation on
earth (Jeremiah 29:14; Ezekiel 39:25-29).

The Lord’s response to Moses was:
“And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and I have seen the way the
Egyptians are oppressing them. So now,
go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring
my people the Israelites out of Egypt”
(Exodus 3: 9-10). Intercession was the
instigator behind the first great aliyah!

of Jerusalem would last seventy years.
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded
with him in prayer and petition, in fasting,
and in sackcloth and ashes…” (Daniel
9:2-3). The result was Cyrus’ famous
decree and the second great aliyah!

The second great aliyah was also initiated
by intercession. After 70 years in captivity
in Babylon the prophet Daniel responded to
God’s promise: “In the first year of his reign,
I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the Lord given to
Jeremiah the prophet that the desolation

Of this present, third, great aliyah we read:
“This is what the LORD says: “Sing with
joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the
nations. Make your praises heard, and say,
'LORD, save your people, the remnant
of Israel.' See, I will bring them from the
land of the north and gather them from
the ends of the earth” (Jeremiah 31: 7-8).
The Lord’s answer to the prayer “LORD,
save your people, the remnant of Israel”
is “See, I will bring them from the land
of the north and gather them from
the ends of the earth.” In other words,
God’s answer to the prayer for Israel’s
salvation begins with aliyah. Prayer and
intercession must precede aliyah! Note that
the prophecy covers Jeremiah chapters
30 and 31. The prayer is requested from
the Gentiles living in the last days who
believe (30:21 & 30:24). End-time aliyah
is initiated and maintained through prayer
so it cannot be emphasised enough that
prayer and intercession are vital to it!

Aliyah is the word
for the immigration
of Jewish people
from the Diaspora to
the Land of Israel.
The word in Hebrew
means ascent and
is defined as ‘going
up’ – progressing
towards Jerusalem.
Olim means Jewish
immigrants to Israel
– those making
aliyah. In the singular,
a male immigrant is
called an oleh and
a female immigrant
an olah. Potential
olim are those our
teams contact
and encourage
to make aliyah.

Middle Left:
Early Ebenezer
sailing from
Odessa to Haifa.

The first aliyah was the result of a combined
and united cry ascending from the covenant
people to their covenant God:“During that
long period, the king of Egypt died. The
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried
out, and their cry for help because of their
slavery went up to God” (Exodus 2: 23).

2 | Ebenezer Operation Exodus

Key Words

Bottom: 300 olim
arrive in Israel,
July 2018. Photo
courtesy of the
Jewish Agency
© David Salem

Helping His People Home | 3

DREAM COMES TRUE
UKRAINE

TATIANA
UKRAINE REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

‘A

lexander was physically disabled and
lived with his 94-year-old mother, but
God made a way for him to move
to Israel, the land of his forefathers.
His new life beckoned when the Israeli
consul granted Alexander his visa. It wasn’t
going to be easy because Alexander was
suffering from Multiple Sclerosis. “I first
developed the disease when I was a child
in primary school. Then in a high school
physical training lesson I had to run a 3km
race and could not move,”Alexander told
us. “But the teachers thought I was just
being difficult. Then when I was having my
medical for army service my legs became
numb and they thought I was trying to
avoid conscription. If the doctors had
treated me when I was first diagnosed
I would not have been paralysed, but
as it is, I now need a lot of help.”
On the appointed day we took Alexander
to the consulate in Dnepropetrovsk, where
it took a long time for the staff to check the

details of his flight and accommodation in
Israel. It was tense and we prayed as we
waited. Finally the consul, his secretary
and a security guard came downstairs and
walked out of the building to the vehicle
where Alexander was patiently waiting for
a response. “Congratulations!” the consul
said as he handed the passport and visa to
a now-smiling Alexander. We were all very
happy as we went home giving thanks to
God for this wonderful answer to prayer.
Alexander had been dreaming of making
aliyah for a long time. Previous attempts in
1994 and 2014 had not been successful
but now there was no holding him back
– he was on his way. “I am so grateful
to the staff at the nursing home in Haifa
for their willingness to provide me with
free board and accommodation. In
addition the Israeli doctors suggest that I
undergo more treatment and a course of
rehabilitation,” he said. Excited about his
flight to Israel, he was sure that everything
would turn out fine when he got there.

CONFLICT FORCES MOVE
T

he military situation in Ukraine
was making things very difficult
so Tatiana and Alexander
decided it was time to do something
about it. Tatiana tells their story:

so grateful for Ebenezer’s support and
for taking us to the airport for our flight.
Thank you so much for everything!”

“Alexander and I have three sons. I
worked alongside my husband in our
business selling fruit and vegetables but
the economic situation was making life
very difficult. I had to take another job to
supplement our family’s income. I worked
on the railways for two years on the route
to Moscow and back to Krivoi Rog.

TATIANA
UKRAINE REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

Then my brother was killed in 2016 in
the Donbass region. We decided to take
our boys and leave. There is no future
for them in Ukraine but there is in Israel.
We are going there to build that future
and leave all this sadness behind! We are

LOST IDENTITY CARDS!

A

liyah came to a sudden halt when
Alexei and Lydia lost their identity
cards. Could Ebenezer help?

PAVEL & LINA
MOLDOVA LEADERS

Alexei called us in despair. If they had
replacements, their passports with
emigration stamps would be released
to them quickly. So could we, Alexei
desperately asked, assist with part of the
fees? We willingly agreed to do so. Soon
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MOLDOVA

the process was restarted and they were
on their way once more! In the Lord’s
work, things can change suddenly!

The couple and their three-year-old,
daughter, Natalia, were well on their way
to processing their documents when
everything ground to a halt. They looked
for their identity cards to present them to
the Visas and Registrations Department
but could not find them. They searched
everywhere they could think of but failed
to discover them. The only solution
was to apply for new ones but that
would cost money they didn’t have.

Volodya
(Tatiana’s husband)
assisting Alexander.

UKRAINE
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OPENING
ALIYAH HIGHWAYS
RUSSIA

LARISSA
NOVOSIBIRSK TEAM

RUSSIAN FAR EAST

‘I

t had been felt that there was opposition
in the spirit realm to aliyah in the eastern
part of Siberia and that in order to bring
this under the Lord’s authority a prayer
initiative needed to be held. In each of
the towns in which we prayed in the
Krasnoyarsk region we were joined at the
sites by local church leaders.

C

opened up a wonderful opportunity to tell
them that we were Christians and that
we loved the Jewish people and wanted
to help them. It had quite an impact!

leaning up a graveyard may not be
Ebenezer’s usual area of activity
but it opened up an opportunity
to talk about the work of aliyah.
In Chelyabinsk the Jewish quarter of the
local cemetery was badly overgrown with
vegetation and needed some attention.
Along with some local believers who
were sympathetic we set about tidying
it up. There was a strong sense of unity
among the large number who came
to work with us. We were able to cut
down a lot of undergrowth and take
away piles of garbage that uncaring
people had left in the cemetery.

We proclaimed the aliyah gateways and
highways open according to Isaiah 40:3
and declared that the obstacles to aliyah be
removed. Spiritual strongholds were torn down
through prayer, proclamation and repentance,
believing that in line with 2 Corinthians 10:4
spiritual weapons were divinely powerful and
that the team prepared the “highway” for the
return of the Jewish people all across the region.
One church leader felt the spiritual
atmosphere had changed since the prayer

ATHLETE’S BROTHER MAKES ALIYAH

MIRACLE AT THE AIRPORT

L

ight at the last minute at the airport
a problem occurred that could
have stopped an Uzbekistan
family from flying to Israel.

aliyah flight. They were eventually
united in the land with their famous
relative and shared that they had settled
comfortably in Ashdod. We were thrilled!

It all started in 2016 when a young
man, Arthur, from Vladivostok asked us
to help with expenses for his consular
visit to Moscow. He made aliyah shortly
afterwards in 2017 and we discovered
just how highly rated he was in his sport.
While attending a consular reception in
Khabarovsk among the names of olim
that came up was the surname of this
young athlete. We got in touch and
it turned out to be his elder brother,
Mikhail. He was making aliyah with his
wife, three children and his parents.
The whole family picked up their visas
and made final preparations for their
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URALS

NAILYA
URALS TEAM

Late in the afternoon while we were still
working, a Jewish lady and her daughter
came by and asked us who we were
and why we were cleaning up the site. It

ast year Ebenezer helped one
of the world’s top athletes make
aliyah. This year we helped
his brother to go to Israel.

KONSTANTIN & ALYONA
KHABAROVSK LEADERS

initiative began. He said, “I do not quite
understand why the Jewish people are to
return to the Promised Land but we shall
start praying for them and for Israel.”

PRACTICAL WITNESS

R

UZBEKISTAN

that a friend had worked at the airport 20
years before. Miraculously she was still
there and soon sorted out the difficulty.
How we praised God for His provision!

They had already received one miracle but
now they were to get a second! Eighteenyear-old Rustam was making aliyah with the
rest of the family. That first miracle came
after everyone except him had received
their visas. They contacted us and we
prayed. Rustam and his mother went to
the Israeli consulate and he got his visa.
But at the airport the check-in clerk
spotted a spelling mistake on some
paperwork and the family was stopped.
Frantic, they wondered if they would make
their flight. Thankfully, the Ebenezer staff
member who was there sensed the Lord
prompting him not to leave until the family
had passed check-in. He remembered
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ZHANNA
UZBEKISTAN LEADER

BNEI MENASHE
JOYFULLY RETURN!
INDIA

DEEPA THOMAS
INDIA NATIONAL
COORDINATOR

‘T

wo hundred and thirty Bnei Menashe
Jews made aliyah in five groups
from New Delhi, India’s capital,
in June. I accompanied the fourth
batch of 49. Check-ins, immigration
and security checks were not easy for
this lost tribe who were tucked in the
farthest corners of the mountainous
villages of north eastern India.
We flew via Ethiopia. There that evening,
while waiting for the boarding gates for Tel
Aviv to open, I saw an Orthodox Jewish
man with his black coat, hat and side curls
walking over to a Bnei Menashe man and
asking him if they could join them to form
a minyan to recite the evening Shema.
The eyes of the men and those with him
lit up brilliantly and they rushed forward
to join the Orthodox man and his small
group. The native Israelis and the lost
tribe stood together facing the direction
of Israel and recited the evening prayers.
There was an old Rabbi in a wheelchair
and the Bnei Menashe men crowded
around him asking him to bless their
children, which he heartily obliged. Tears

of joy and amazement filled my eyes as I
witnessed this generous act of love and
acceptance that God had gifted to these
humble Jews from India. Even before
they reached Israel, they felt accepted
by the Jewish people as their very own!
Later that night, as we were landing at Ben
Gurion airport, Tel Aviv, I looked at the old
Bnei Menashe lady sitting near the window
behind me. She was crying silently, her
tears streaming down her face onto a piece
of cloth she pressed to her mouth. Here
was an old woman of a lost tribe, separated
from Israel for more than 2,700 years,
crying for a land she and her ancestors had
never seen but for centuries longed for.
The Bnei Menashe don’t have papers to
prove their Jewishness, they look different
and their ardent zeal and longing for Zion
is all they have! But how can you explain
someone’s passionate tears for a land they
have never ever seen, unless that land was
deeply imprinted in their spirit and they
had an inseparable connection with it!
Welcome home to Israel, Bnei Menashe!

REACHING THE
ENDS OF THE EARTH
I

t is wonderful that God takes care of
His chosen people! He declares in His
Word: “I took you from the ends of the
earth, from its farthest corners I called
you. I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have
chosen you and have not rejected you.
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah
41:9-10). Our team in Argentina are seeing
this being fulfilled before our eyes!

We are thrilled that it has pleased the
Lord to use us to be His voice, His hands
and His feet to find Jewish people and
tell them that they are loved and that He
has not forgotten them. Glory to Him
as we move forward in obedience to
serve Him in His holy calling of aliyah!
Recently we went to Entre Ríos province,
400 km from Buenos Aires, to pray
for the Jewish community, bring them
humanitarian aid and let them know about
His desire for them to leave Argentina and
go to their true homeland, Israel. In some
of these places we visited, the head of
the Jewish community helped us locate
families in need and those we could share
the aliyah message with, but in other
locations it took a lot of asking around to
find these precious people. We thank the
Lord that everywhere we went we were
received with kindness and gratitude.
Please continue to pray for volunteers
in Argentina as we seek to tell more
families about aliyah. Also pray for every
Jewish person who hears this message
to realise it is God speaking through
us in calling them to go to Israel.

ARGENTINA

DANIELA CASTILLO
EBENEZER LATIN
AMERICA

Middle: Ana
(right), a volunteer
from Mexico,
with a lady from
the Jewish
community.

Daniela (left)
and Ana (right)
with Abraham,
a Jewish
community leader
and his wife, and
pastors Raul
and Analia.
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REJOICE WITH US!
USA

‘

“I will rejoice in doing them good,
and I will plant them in this land in
faithfulness, with all my heart and
all my soul.” Jeremiah 32:41

O

peration Exodus USA assisted
an astonishing 149 of our
Jewish friends to make aliyah
on one day this summer!

DEBRA MINOTTI
PRESIDENT
OPERATION
EXODUS USA

Left: Elad
pioneering the
way home for
his family.
Right: Yisroel and
his family at our
Buffalo office.

aliyah. Buffalo,“city of Good Neighbours,”
is doing good works for the glory of God!
Another person who was on the the flight
was Elad, who wrote: “I have always
dreamed of making aliyah since I was a
young child. When my older sister was
two months old, my family moved to the
United States from Israel in hopes of a
better life for themselves and their family.

Our national headquarters is in Buffalo,
where we daily seek God’s plan and
heart for returning the Jewish people
to Israel. With the help of our partners,
we have assisted almost 700 Jewish
Americans from all over the country
with moving to Israel so far this year.

We have grown up here, had an
excellent life, made lifelong friends, but
something was always missing. That
strong connection we have always felt
to our homeland was something that we
weren't able to ignore much longer.

A providential event took place at 4:00
a.m. at Buffalo Niagara International
Airport. A team of volunteers and staff
drove a family of seven there and helped
unload their belongings. The father, Yisroel,
could not have thanked us enough.

After college, I decided that I'm going to
be that pioneer in my family and make that
first move. It hasn't/won't be easy, but I
am ready to do what I was born to do and
move to Israel for a cause that is greater
than just myself. I'm ready to go home.”

Little Esther, his beloved daughter, gave us
all many hugs that we will always cherish.
From Buffalo, they flew to JFK, New York,
to join over 149 Jewish Americans we
also financially assisted, and finally went
home to Israel with hundreds of other
Jews all fulfilling biblical prophecy.

A CALL TO THE NATIONS
“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I will
lift My hand in an oath to the nations,
And set up My standard for the peoples;
They shall bring your sons in their arms,
And your daughters shall be carried
on their shoulders.’” Isaiah 49:22

T

his past summer I participated, with
an Ebenezer team, in a conference
for the indigenous population. Two
pastors, husband and wife, invited us
to this event, which was held in the
northernmost part of Norway. God has
spoken to this couple about building
a Christian conference centre for the
indigenous people. At the same time He
has given them love and understanding
for the Jewish people, Israel and aliyah.
Among those who participated there
were Sami people from Scandinavia
and Russia, Inuits from Greenland, and
an American pastor representing the
indigenous peoples of the Russian tundra.
The Ebenezer team had been invited to
share and lead intercession for aliyah.
Indigenous people groups make up
roughly five per cent of the world’s
population: around 370 million. Many
of them have been oppressed, which
has made it even more difficult for
Christians among them to find God’s

calling. Some encountered objections
and prejudice when they used their own
original instruments and expressions in
worshipping God. A representative from
the movement The Voice of the Nations
told us that he travels to indigenous
groups to look for original and forgotten
instruments. He has found over 70.

PRAYER

My thoughts turned to the book of
Revelation and the great multitude of all
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues
praising God. I was also reminded
of Isaiah 49:22 about God calling
the nations to help with aliyah. The
indigenous believers are called to be
a part of the ingathering of the Jewish
people. This is a privilege, a mission, and
a source of blessing to the nations.

ESTHER WEHUS
NORWAY PRAYER
LEADER

Let us:
ųų Confess the unrighteousness of
previous generations and our own
sins against the indigenous people
and ask the Lord to forgive us.
ųų Thank the Lord for His good
plans for the indigenous people
and for His diverse equipping
of individuals and groups.
ųų Pray for the Jewish people living
among indigenous people groups,
that the Lord will call them home.

We were overwhelmed with joy in helping
a Jewish family from our hometown make

1 TRIP 3 EXPERIENCES

AGES 18-35+

warriors
eRience
exp

pioneers
eRience
exp

explRoireers
e nce
exp
Explore the Land of miracles, see the
ancient stories of the Scriptures come
to life, walk where Jesus walked and go
deeper in your faith as we enjoy times
of teaching, worship and prayer. Make
friends for life as you go on the journey
of a lifetime – The Explorers Experience.
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Explorers:
Warriors:
Pioneers:

Have you been to Israel and are looking
to go deeper? Do you want to grow in
worship and intercession? Join us on the
Warrior Experience and plunge deeper
in your understanding with expert
teaching on prayer, intercession and
worship in the end time army of God.

DATES

PRICE

11-22 July 2019
22-29 July 2019
22-29 July 2019

$1690 (full board. excl. flights)
$1190 (half board. excl. flights)
Helping
$990 (half board. excl. flights)

This hands on experience will join you
to the Land of Israel like never before.
Literally put your hands on the Land as
we use our hands to plant trees, paint
and build houses, spending an exciting
time with locals who are really seeing
Israel grow from the roots up. Get a close
up view of Biblical prophecy coming to
life on this ground-breaking experience!

Early bird

More info in Social Media:
His People
discountHome | 11

before May 1st

EbenezerInt:

& operation-exodus.org/young-adults

WELCOME HOME!
ISRAEL

Bottom: Ebenezer
staff members
at the welcome
ceremony.

In the big hall where refreshments were laid out
for all to enjoy, much excitement was in the air.
Among the crowd who had come to greet the
new arrivals were teenage Israelis, volunteers
from various Jewish and Christian organisations
and even recent immigrants from Ethiopia.
As we stood outside under a scorching
sun, the plane arrived carrying the precious
passengers: 200 olim from France, 70 from
Russia and 30 from South America. Amidst
shouts of welcome and waving of Israeli flags
they slowly appeared: many young families

In the hall the olim were greeted by Israeli
officials and the leader of a Christian
organisation. Rabbi Lau, Israel Chief Rabbi,
reminded the newcomers that the prophet
Jeremiah spoke of their ingathering. “Thank
God, you have come here…Look at all
the good things [in Israel] …You will have
challenges…but you are home! We love you!”
Later as a music band played some of us joined
Israelis and new immigrants in dancing around
the hall. “This welcome is so encouraging…
thank you!” said a young French lady. “I have
thought of making aliyah for a long time. I am
the first one in my family to move to Israel.”
Before leaving the airport we prayed for the new
arrivals who were going to spend their first night
as Israelis in the land of their forefathers, some
in Haifa, others in Netanya, Jerusalem and other
places. We prayed that God would watch over
them and indeed plant them in His land with
His whole heart as He promises in His Word.
What a joy it was to witness God’s promises
fulfilled before our very eyes and to welcome
those who arrived “on eagles wings” to
start a new life in their Promised Land.

Our vision is to be servants and intercessors of the Lord, to help the
Jewish people return to the land of Israel from all the nations and
to proclaim God’s Kingdom purposes for their return.
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‘O

with children, some excited, others looking
weary from the long flight. One woman put
her hand to her mouth and bent down to
kiss the ground. There were hugs and tears
from friends and family members reuniting.

n 23 July a special chartered
plane with 300 new immigrants
aboard was expected at Ben
Gurion airport, Tel Aviv. Several Engage
Tour leaders and Ebenezer Jerusalem
staff had the privilege of attending the
special Welcome Home celebration
organised by the Jewish Agency.

